279.   LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
September 7, 1928

DEAR SATIS BABU,

Having read in the papers that beriberi has again broken
out in Calcutta, I got nervous and telegraphed to you this morning
suggesting a change for yourself and Hemprabha Devi. Of
course you could always come here, and your time will not be
wasted. As a matter of fact a spinner's time is nowhere wasted.
I want you therefore to consider my suggestion seriously.

About the Exhibition, I am advising all khadi organizations
that so far the decision is that khadi is not to be represented at
the Congress Exhibition.

The hand-pump you installed is causing trouble. It seems to
me that without a proper mechanic at your disposal, it is not
safe to have these mechanical contrivances. The hand-pump
suddenly refused to work the other day and we were without water
and unprepared for the emergency. Today the lift bucket broke
down and there was again water famine, and men having once
wound themselves up that there is to be no water-drawing, there
is always a disinclination to revert to it. I know that these diffi-
culties will not occur where there is a mechanical atmosphere.
I give you this information so that you may give me what gui-
dance you like in the matter. Having got the pump I won't easily
give in.

For the more amibtious scheme1 you have mapped out, I
shall wait till I feel safe over the hand-pump.

SJT. SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA
KHADI PRAHSHTHAN, SODEPUR

From a photostat: S.N. 13510

1 For tube-well water-supply for Sabarmati Ashram